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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disciosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statements filed on 6/17/2004 and 3/20/2006 have 
been considered. 

Eiection/Restrictions 

3. Claims 17-45, 47, 48, 50, & 51 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to nonelected Groups II and III. there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed 
on 4/25/2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 46 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Regarding claim 46, the claims recites a "computer-readable program for 
controlling an operation of a communication terminal", however the body of the claims 
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are limited to the program and fails to breath life into the invention by including a 
structural or a functional interrelationship between the "computer-readable program" 
and the elements of the computer that would permit the functionality of the program to 
be realized and thus, statutory. The examiner suggests, "A computer-readable program 
for controlling the operation of a communication terminal connectable to a plurality of 
communication systems, said program encoded on a computer-readable medium when 
executed by a (processor, controller)..." and thereby claiming a statutory computer 
element containing the computer program. 

Regarding claim 49, the claim recites a "computer-readable recording medium 
stored a program for controlling an operation of a communication terminal", however the 
body of the claims are limited to the program and fails to breath life into the invention by 
including a structural or a functional interrelationship between the "computer-readable 
recording medium" and the elements of the computer that would permit the functionality 
of the program to be realized and thus, statutory. The examiner suggests "A computer- 
readable recording medium storing a program for controlling an operation of a 
communication terminal connectable to a plurality of communication systems, the 
program when executed by a (processor, controller) characterized..." and thereby 
claiming a statutory computer element containing the computer program. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1- are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Reynolds 
(US 2003/0125028). 

Regarding claim 1, Reynolds teaches a communication terminal (Fig, 1 [8]) 
connectable to a plurality of communication systems (Fig. 1 [2, 4 & 6] and Page 1 
[0012]), said communication terminal comprising communication system selection 
means for deciding the communication system to which to connect, based upon a 
communication link quality (Page 2 [0025]), and a connection policy set for each of said 
plurality of said communication systems. (Page 2 [0017-0026]) 

Regarding claim 2, Reynolds teaches a connection policy that includes a priority 
of a connection (Page 2 [0022]) and the communication system selection means 
comprises a means for making a connection to the communication system of which said 
communication link quality is equal to or more than a first threshold (Fig. 2 [116]), and 
yet of which said priority is highest (Fig. 2 [128]), with a change in the communication 
link quality. (Fig. 2 and Pages 2-3 [0028-0029]) 

Regarding claim 3, Reynolds teaches said communication terminal wherein said 
connection policy includes connection advisability information indicating advisability of a 
connection set for each of said plurality of said communication systems; (Page 2 [0017- 
0022]) and 
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said communication system selection means comprises means for making a 
connection to the communication system of which said priority is highest, out of the 
communication systems of which said communication link quality is equal to or more 
than said first threshold, and yet of which said connection advisability information 
indicates pro, with a change in the communication link quality. (Fig. 2 and Pages 2-3 
[0028-0029]) 

Regarding claim 4, Reynolds teaches the communication terminal comprises a 
means for making a connection to the communication system of which said connection 
advisability information indicating con in response to a user's manual operation. (Page 
2 [0028]) 

Regarding claim 5, Reynolds teaches the communication terminal comprises 
means for setting so that said first threshold and said priority for each of said 
communication systems have a negative correlation. (Pages 2-3 [0028] and Fig. 2) 

Regarding claim 6, Reynolds teaches a communication terminal characterized in 
that said communication system selection means, which has a maximum simultaneous- 
connection communication system number, is means for disconnecting a connection to 
the communication system of which said priority is lowest in a case where the 
communication system number in connection exceeded said maximum simultaneous- 
connection communication system number, with a change in the communication link 
quality. (Page 3 [0034]) 

Regarding claim 7, Reynolds teaches a connection policy includes a second 
threshold of the communication link quality set for each of a plurality of the 
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communication systems, with which a connection should be terminated; (Page 2 [0025]) 
and 

said communication system selection means is means for disconnecting a 
connection to the communication system of which said communication link quality 
amounted to less than said second threshold, with a change in the communication link 
quality, (Page 3 [0030] and Fig. 3) 

Regarding claim 8, Reynolds teaches a connection policy includes disconnection 
advisability information indicating advisability of a disconnection set for each of said 
plurality of said communication systems; (Page 3 [0030*0034]) and 

said communication system selection means is means for disconnecting a 
connection to the communication system of which said priority is lowest, out of the 
communication systems of which said communication link quality is less than said 
second threshold, and yet of which said disconnection advisability information indicates 
pro, with a change in the communication link quality. (Pages 3-4 [0035-0042]) 

Regarding claim 9, Reynolds teaches a communication terminal comprising 
means for disconnecting a connection to the communication system of which said 
disconnection advisability information indicates con in response to a user's manual 
operation, or in response to deterioration in the above quality to the degree that the 
communication link is impossible to maintain. (Page 3 [0033-0035]) 

Regarding claim 10, Reynolds teaches a communication terminal comprising 
means for setting so that said second threshold and said priority for each of said 
communication systems have a negative correlation. (Page 3 [0031-0032]) 
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Regarding claim 13, Reynolds teaches that at least one of said priority, said first 
threshold, said second threshold, said connection advisability information, said 
disconnection advisability information, said notification advisability information, and said 
authentication advisability information is notified from said communication system side; 
(Page 2 [0018-0022 & 0025]) and 

including means for receiving and setting this. (Page 2 [0025], Page 3 [0030] & 

Fig, 3) 

Regarding claim 14, Reynolds teaches the communication terminal characterized 
in including means for receiving a notification of offer-enable throughput based upon a 
congestion status of a wireless interface and a wire network from each of said plurality 
of said communication systems to set said priority so that said priority has a positive 
correlation as against said throughput. (Page 2 [0025]) 

Regarding claim 15, Reynolds teaches the communication terminal comprising 
means for receiving a notification of accounting information from each of said plurality of 
said communication systems to set said priority so that said priority has a negative 
correlation as against said accounting information. (Page 2 [0018]) 

Regarding claim 16, Reynolds teaches the communication terminal is at least 
one of a wireless communication system and a wire communication system. (Page 1 
[0012] and Fig. 1) 

Regarding claim 46, the limitations of claim 46 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 1 . 
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Regarding claim 49, the limitations of claim 49 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 11 & 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Reynolds in view of Balogh (US-6,870,822). 

Regarding claim 11, Reynolds teaches the limitations of claim 1 above, but 
differs from the claimed invention by not explicitly reciting connection policy includes 
notification advisability information indicating whether or not a change in the connection 
status is notified to a user and including means for. in a case where said notification 
advisability infomiation indicates pro, making a notification to the user in response to a 
connection/ disconnection to/ from the communication system by said communication 
system selection means for each of said plurality of said communication systems. 

In an analogous art, Balogh teaches a method and system for mobility in a 
telecommunication system that includes a connection policy includes notification 
advisability information indicating whether or not a change in the connection status is 
notified to a user; (Fig. 4 [408]) and 
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including means for, in a case where said notification advisability information 
indicates pro, making a notification to the user in response to a 
connection/disconnection to/from the communication system by said communication 
system selection means for each of said plurality of said communication systems. (Fig. 
4 [409] and Col. 8 line 43 through Col. 9 line 25) At the time the invention was made, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement the system of 
Reynolds after modifying it to incorporate the notification system of Balogh. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this since it gives the user 
control as to which wireless network the mobile device is connected. 

Regarding claim 12, Reynolds in view of Balogh teaches the connection policy 
includes authentication advisability information indicating whether or not the user is 
prompted for inputting authentication information at the time of connection for each of 
said plurality of said communication systems; (Balogh Col. 4 lines 27-37 & Col. 5 lines 
29-38) and 

Including means for, in a case where said authentication advisability information 
indicates pro, prompting the user for inputting the authentication information at the time 
of initiating the connection by said communication system selection means to acquire 
and set a cryptography key for communication from the communication system in a 
case where the authentication succeeded. (Balogh Col. 4 lines 27-37 & Col. 5 lines 29- 
38) 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew C. Sams whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8099. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571)272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



MCS 
6/2/2007 




